SUITS GENERATION G

THE FOUNDATION
OF GIVING

[t has been more than five years since the late Tan Sri Tan Chin Tuan passed
away but his legacy lives on through the work of his eponymous foundation.
Sonia Gomez speaks to Tan Sri Tan’s grandson, Chew Kiwvee San, about his late
grandfather and his hopes for the foundation.
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et Einsten  once
gt "The vales of 2
man reddes inowhat ke
gves and nol wiat hes
capable of recedvang I
this i true, the value of the late Tan Sn
Tarn Chen Tuan is simply imimeasurable,
Aber lgsing his father at the age of |7,
Tar 5m Tan's principals and teachers
it Singapores famed -"-ngl-;--C':. (=
School went out on 3 imb Lo ensure
thal the woung boy pased the Ffinal
year of he Semor Commerca dass,

Few would have realsed thal the
yourg man they helped out woulg
ore day become the backbone of the
Cversea- ChineseBanking Corporation

(OCBC), but Tan 50 Tan never forgot
the kindress and generosity bestone:
upon Fim and spene tne rest of b e
panng it farward by affording the same
opporiuntes 10 young peoplz who,
just ke tm, have the cdds stacked
aganst them

Tan Sr Tar was a life-long phelarthropst.
but ke et up the Tan Chin TaEn
Fourchiben {or the Tan Sn Tan
Foundation, as it & lkgwn v Makeysa)
in 1976, Hs grancson, Chear Saee San
{akoy an Argle-Chinese Chid Boy), sayvs
that & wias enportart dor the farmily 1o set
up a founddlion in grdar to bring some
descphire 10 ther philanthrope acthates.

"Before the foundatien, the famdy gave
donations oul of our packets and we

oty knew of the recipients by woed of

moath,” he cxplans. “For examole. ry
grandiather may hear o an employee
who needs 1o buy soood supphies. for
reer chibdren and he'd prve her some
micney. But there are, of gourse, many
other Singapargans and Malsysans out
there who may also need a little boost
Sq py grandiather realised that by
setting up a foundation, we'd be able
to put more thought Nto our sCtntes
and lentify gaps in other areas that
reeo 1o be filled!

Tuj.;.y, the Toundation, which is run
fromm the award-winning  heritage
Tan Chin Tuan Mansion in the heart
of Singapere. has an independent
board of governars which is very dear

m s msskon Yyhie the key locus
aress conbnoe 1o be educalon and
comimundly service. the foundalions
phitosophy of grang dictates that al
conlributions must generate @ kool
return n order to be effective, there
shoulg De 3 dear and measurable
ot o that weodld benefit masoy and
finafy. accountability and efficency
must be respectad in order 1o ensure
that the "vield in good' i ligh

Chew, who has a persondl imterssl
n youth  dewelopment  through b
mrvshvernect m the ACS Boys Brigade and
thee TMCA, szys that be has seen first
hard howe the oundation's comtnbutions
Fave perergted sooat retums

"Thraugh my imvolvement in youth
actretes | waz roped n 19 teach
a young boy far a year Ths bay's
situalionboarear Uncanny resemblance
1o that of my grandfather, in that his
father had passed away suddenty o
the operating table and he was left 1o
swippart g farmby | knew him only as
2 persan in class, but dater found oul
that he became a reapent of ane of
our scholarshups, Today, ths boy % a
YOURL T leader wha o actvee i vwolunteer
projects arcund the counkry, Clur
founrdation gave him that reatsirance
and  gurdance 1o succesd, and in
return, he has been able to influence
fus peers to also be agents of charge
in the lives of these less fortunate. This
example is really what our phillosephy
of giving 5 all about,”

MY GRANDFATHER REALISED
THAT BY SETTING UP A
FOUNDATION, WE'D BE ABLE
TO PUT MORE THOUGHT INTO
OUR ACTIVITIES AND IDENTIFY
GAPS IN OTHER AREAS THAT
NEED TO BE FILLED.
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1 Chuew is seem wills Ton 5o D Tes Clan Tuan
spdialors [ram Huwa .||'-|I|"_ Insifudion. 2 Chew
firisals Surea Bosi wihothe Foundsiion's

o a.l-L".'lJI ..";F'.'I‘.l':” I-".'.llil.

[ additicn 1o the Foundation's focus
of education and community serace,

e rOuncFoNn Was ndmeedd F i g gl

of Heritage by Sirgapore’s Matons
Hertage Baard for its commilment 1o

corservation The Peranakan-style Tan

Chn Tuan Marsion which was once

ar obd Tan Barmidy home, has

the 80
Peen redeveloped intc a culiural hub

B waork of aet

mirectural LS, Lhe
complex now comprses a 20-storey

apartment tower al &s red, fronted

by the alorementioned stately house
Here, the Tan Chin Tuan Faundation &
1o instill

haadguarterad with a rrussion

d S0nse

gi nsiory 10 all those who wall

through its halbways

H s w1 thes manswn that the philarthropic

decmons are macde More than 150

QrEganGaEtons Mdve bensiméed rnom the

Tan Chin Tuan Foundation, inzluding the

‘a.

Magysian Fed Crescem So0ety m lohor

as well 2= The Little Sisters of the Foor in
Kuala Lurmpur and Penang, impacting the

bves of thousa

ds of ndvaduals, Chew

attnbuies the Foundations w

ceess o

bis grandfather's vison
"ty grand ather wasn't the tvpucal
Chanese patmarch who would vsualky
keep hus distance from the famdy,” says
Chew. "Instead, he was very engaged
He had a

with U5, hs prandchidren

deen and condastent nffuence on us
all, and throwugh That SN, e

farmees] shared J;E"nli};’,-:_!;ll-lr-' 5 ON gnang
Ay recounting  his own  childhood
experences we realsed the tull exdert
abourt gwving & chance o the undendog
and decided that this would be the best

wizy to honour bis legacy” IR
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